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§250.602

valves, and subsurface safety valves
which can be removed by wireline oper-
ations;

(c) Bailing sand;

(d) Pressure surveys;

(e) Swabbing;

(f) Scale or corrosion treatment;

(g) Caliper and gauge surveys;

(h) Corrosion inhibitor treatment;

(i) Removing or replacing subsurface

pumps;
@)} Through-tubing logging
(diagnostics);

(k) Wireline fishing; and

(1) Setting and retrieving other sub-
surface flow-control devices.

Workover operations mean the work
conducted on wells after the initial
completion for the purpose of main-
taining or restoring the productivity of
a well.

[63 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated at 63
FR 29479, May 29, 1998, as amended at 71 FR
11313, Mar. 7, 2006]

§250.602 Equipment movement.

The movement of well-workover rigs
and related equipment on and off a
platform or from well to well on the
same platform, including rigging up
and rigging down, shall be conducted in
a safe manner. All wells in the same
well-bay which are capable of pro-
ducing hydrocarbons shall be shut in
below the surface with a pump-
through-type tubing plug and at the
surface with a closed master valve
prior to moving well-workover rigs and
related equipment unless otherwise ap-
proved by the District Manager. A
closed surface-controlled subsurface
safety valve of the pump-through-type
may be used in lieu of the pump-
through-type tubing plug provided that
the surface control has been locked out
of operation. The well to which a well-
workover rig or related equipment is to
be moved shall also be equipped with a
back-pressure valve prior to removing
the tree and installing and testing the
blowout-preventer (BOP) system. The
well from which a well-workover rig or
related equipment is to be moved shall
also be equipped with a back pressure
valve prior to removing the BOP sys-
tem and installing the tree. Coiled tub-
ing units, snubbing units, or wireline
units may be moved onto a platform
without shutting in wells.
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§250.603 Emergency shutdown system.

When well-workover operations are
conducted on a well with the tree re-
moved, an emergency shutdown system
(ESD) manually controlled station
shall be installed near the driller’s con-
sole or well-servicing unit operator’s
work station, except when there is no
other hydrocarbon-producing well or
other hydrocarbon flow on the plat-
form.

§250.604 Hydrogen sulfide.

When a well-workover operation is
conducted in zones known to contain
hydrogen sulfide (H,S) or in =zones
where the presence of H,S is unknown
(as defined in §250.490 of this part), the
lessee shall take appropriate pre-
cautions to protect life and property on
the platform or rig, including but not
limited to operations such as blowing
the well down, dismantling wellhead
equipment and flow lines, circulating
the well, swabbing, and pulling tubing,
pumps and packers. The lessee shall
comply with the requirements in
§250.490 of this part as well as the ap-
propriate requirements of this subpart.

[63 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998; 64
FR 9065, Feb. 24, 1999; 68 FR 8435, Feb. 20,
2003]

§250.605 Subsea workovers.

No subsea well-workover operation
including routine operations shall be
commenced until the lessee obtains
written approval from the District
Manager in accordance with §250.613 of
this part. That approval shall be based
upon a case-by-case determination that
the proposed equipment and procedures
will maintain adequate control of the
well and permit continued safe produc-
tion operations.

[63 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998]

§250.606 Crew instructions.

Prior to engaging in well-workover
operations, crew members shall be in-
structed in the safety requirements of
the operations to be performed, pos-
sible hazards to be encountered, and
general safety considerations to pro-
tect personnel, equipment, and the en-
vironment. Date and time of safety
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meetings shall be recorded and avail-
able at the facility for review by a Min-
erals Management Service representa-
tive.

§§ 250.607-250.608 [Reserved]

§250.609 Well-workover structures on
fixed platforms.

Derricks, masts, substructures, and
related equipment shall be selected, de-
signed, installed, used, and maintained
so as to be adequate for the potential
loads and conditions of loading that
may be encountered during the oper-
ations proposed. Prior to moving a
well-workover rig or well-servicing
equipment onto a platform, the lessee
shall determine the structural capa-
bility of the platform to safely support
the equipment and proposed oper-
ations, taking into consideration the
corrosion protection, age of the plat-
form, and previous stresses to the plat-
form.

§250.610 Diesel engine air intakes.

No later than May 31, 1989, diesel en-
gine air intakes shall be equipped with
a device to shut down the diesel engine
in the event of runaway. Diesel engines
which are continuously attended shall
be equipped with either remote oper-
ated manual or automatic shutdown
devices. Diesel engines which are not
continuously attended shall be
equipped with automatic shutdown de-
vices.

[63 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 54
FR 50616, Dec. 8, 1989. Redesignated at 63 FR
29479, May 29, 1998]

§250.611 Traveling-block
vice.

After May 31, 1989, all units being
used for well-workover operations
which have both a traveling block and
a crown block shall be equipped with a
safety device which is designed to pre-
vent the traveling block from striking
the crown block. The device shall be
checked for proper operation weekly
and after each drill-line slipping oper-
ation. The results of the operational
check shall be entered in the oper-
ations log.

safety de-

§250.613

§250.612

When geological and engineering in-
formation available in a field enables
the District Manager to determine spe-
cific operating requirements, field
well-workover rules may be established
on the District Manager’s initiative or
in response to a request from a lessee.
Such rules may modify the specific re-
quirements of this subpart. After field
well-workover rules have been estab-
lished, well-workover operations in the
field shall be conducted in accordance
with such rules and other requirements
of this subpart. Field well-workover
rules may be amended or canceled for
cause at any time upon the initiative
of the District Manager or upon the re-
quest of a lessee.

Field well-workover rules.

§250.613 Approval and reporting for
well-workover operations.

(a) No well-workover operation ex-
cept routine ones, as defined in §250.601
of this part, shall begin until the lessee
receives written approval from the Dis-
trict Manager. Approval for these oper-
ations must be requested on Form
MMS-124, Application for Permit to
Modify.

(b) You must submit the following
with Form MMS-124:

(1) A brief description of the well-
workover procedures to be followed, a
statement of the expected surface pres-
sure, and type and weight of workover
fluids;

(2) When changes in existing sub-
surface equipment are proposed, a sche-
matic drawing of the well showing the
zone proposed for workover and the
workover equipment to be used;

(3) Where the well-workover is in a
zone known to contain H,S or a zone
where the presence of H,S is unknown,
information pursuant to §250.490 of this
part; and

(4) Payment of the service fee listed
in §250.125.

(c) The following additional informa-
tion shall be submitted with Form
MMS-124 if completing to a new zone is
proposed:

(1) Reason for abandonment of
present producing zone including sup-
portive well test data, and

(2) A statement of anticipated or
known pressure data for the new zone.
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